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of Yama that the funeral ceremonies have been properly
performed.                               *
The male calf is also marked with a wheel on his left thigh
and a trident on the right (at first these marks are made in red
powder, but later on they are branded), and any one trying to
take a calf with such markings for his own use will assuredly
go to hell. The female calf is given to a Brahman.
The chief mourner bathes and dons a new untouched cloth
ready to perform the Ekoddista Sraddha,1 the first of the
three parts of the Pure Sraddha.
The condition of the preta has been steadily improving.
The Impure Sraddha provided the disembodied spirit-with
a body, the Semi-pure Sraddha raised him from the lowest
stage in which a preta could be to a gradually improving one,
and now we are to study the Sraddha that will ^help him to
become a pitri instead of a preta. Hitherto the Sraddha have
consisted of offerings to several gods (sometimes four in
number, sometimes eleven, sometimes five, besides that to the
spirit of the dead man), but on this occasion, only one ball will
be offered, and that solely to the dead man's spirit.
In the old days this Sraddha used to be performed at the end
of a year, now it is commenced on the eleventh day after the
death, and completed on the twelfth,
It is extremely important, for if it be not correctly per-
formed, the dead man's spirit will remain a preta and never
become a pitri.
At the beginning of the rite Visnu is worshlpfJed under the
form of a Salagrama in the fivefold way, and to do this the
performer of the Sraddha faces east, or sometimes north.
Next a bundle of three blades of darbha-grass is knotted
and placed- to the south to represent a pitri, and turning
' towards the south, the performer worships it, invoking the
pitri by throwing sesamum seeds on the blades of grass,
A ball of rice has then to be offered. To offer this pinda to
the pitri, the performer, wearing his sacred thread over his
1 Sometimes called the Adya Sraddha,
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